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| NUMISMATIC 

Literary^  Guild 

NEWSLETTER 

November  - December  1971 


Vol.  4,  No.  6 


Santa  Ana,  California 


YOUR  IDEAS  ARE  NEEDED! 


An  organization  can  be  no  better  than  its  members.  Our  Board  is  progressive  and  alert  but 
very  few  ideas  for  betterment  have  been  forwarded.  This  newsletter  is  your  platform  for  con- 
tact and  criticism.  What  would  you  like  to  see  the  Guild  undertake  for  improvement  of  itself 
. . . and  the  hobby?  May  we  hear  from  you? 


XI  MESSAGE  FROM  THE  EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

Lee  Martin,  our  Editor,  Advertising 
Manager  and  Chief  Bottle-Washer,  called 
me  regarding  our  advertisers  in  the  News- 
letter. They  all  deserve  a great  big  hand 
from  us  and  frequent  plugs  from  our  members, 
as  they  are  our  financial  mainstay  and  the 
source  of  our  income  to  keep  NLG  going. 

It  is  great  to  belong  to  an  organization 
that  has  no  dues  and  in  order  to  retain 
this  Utopia,  we  need  the  advertising 
revenue.  Many  of  you  are  in  a position 
to  help  Lee  obtain  an  advertisement  or 
two.  Please  do  so! 

It  is  only  nine  months  to  our  next  get- 
together  at  the  ANA  Convention  which  will 
be  held  in  New  Orleans,  Louisiana.  We 
need  someone  in  that  area  to  coordinate 
our  plans  with  ANA  and  do  the  preliminary 
work.  Ray  Byrne  did  an  outstanding  job 
last  year  and  everything  went  off  smoothly. 

He  was  ably  assisted  by  Gordon  Z.  Greene, 
and  we  are  fortunate  to  have  many  of  our 
members  offer  their  services  whenever 
ssistance  is  needed. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible!!! 

NLG  mail  has  tripled  during  the  past 
year  and  as  our  organization  has  become 
known  throughout  the  world,  there  are  num- 
erous requests  for  memberships  (most  of 


them  not  qualified) . I believe  our 
original  system  was  to  have  our  members 
sponsor  prospective  members  and  this  is 
the  method  we  should  follow,  except  in 
unusual  cases.  (We  even  had  one  letter 
asking  us  to  appraise  a violin!) 

During  the  year  when  you  are  reading 
the  various  publications,  bear  in  mind 
that  you  will  be  voting  on  the  best 
writers  and  columnists  and  it  will  make 
your  task  easier  if  you  carefully  screen 
all  the  articles. 

We  have  had  some  beautiful  letters  from 
our  new  members  telling  us  how  proud  and 
honored  they  are  to  become  affiliated  with 
us . 

We  still  have  a number  of  NLG  press 
cards  and  if  you  have  not  obtained  yours, 
send  along  a stamped,  self-addressed 
envelope  and  I will  be  happy  to  forward 
one  to  you. 

Maurice  M.  Gould 


TIME  FOR  ADVERTISING 

This  issue  concludes  most  of  our  adver- 
tising contracts  and  contacts.  It  is  hoped 
the  people  who  have  supported  us  with  ad- 
vertising will  continue  to  do  so.  Their 
ads  have  allowed  NLG  to  have  an  annual 
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illustrate  top  quality  writing,  printing, 
photography  and  are  a superb  source  of 
'.nf  ormation . 

WILLIAM  H.  McDonald  ...  Editor  of  the 
CANADIAN  PAPER  MONEY  JOURNAL  and  expert 
in  the  Mexican  issues  Bill  McDonald  is 
also  an  active  member  in  the  International 
Bank  Note  Society,  CNA,  ANA,  and  SPMC 
which  all  add  up  to  indicate  his  consuming 
involvement  with  paper  money. 

It  requires  little  ability  to  under- 
stand the  non-numismatic  vocation  of 
mortgage  banker  as  a wonderful  seed  to 
nourish  his  interest  and  contacts.  We 
welcome  this  paper  money  expert  and  hope 
fellow  NLG  members  will  utilize  his 
knowledge  , (via  this  newsletter) . 

DANIEL  C.  PARKER  ...  The  byline  of 
this  prominent  numismatist  has  been  seen 
in  the  CENTINEL,  the  MICHMATIST  and  in 
MOONVIEWS.  He  is  a member  of  the  ANA, 
PMCM,  MSNS  and  local  groups. 

Dan  specializes  in  gold  coins,  Russian 
coinage  and  small  size  paper  money. 

His  non-numismatic  employment  is  heating 
olant  superintendent.  Editors  will  be 
lappy  to  note  Dan  welcomes  assignments. 

His  primary  classifications  are  columnist 
and  author. 

F.  MORTON  REED  ...  While  Mort  has  been 
accepted  unofficially  long  ago  it  was  only 
this  month  that  his  completed  application 
arrived.  When  anyone  is  as  busy  as  Mort 
we  can  understand  the  delay.  He  has 
written  for  COINage,  has  a novel  coin 
column  in  COIN  WORLD  and  is  syndicated 
in  550  NEA  Newspapers  in  the  U.S.  and 
Canada. 

He  has  authored  the  "Cowles  Complete 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  Coins"  and  "Odd  and 
Curious."  The  latter  illustrates  his 
superb  artistic  talents.  Mort's  third 
book  will  be  published  in  1972  by  Henry 
Regnery  Publishers.  It  will  be  titled 
"Coin  Collecting /an  investment  hobby." 

J.  RICHARD  WAGNER  ...  In  addition  to 
being  represented  in  NUMISMATIC  SCRAPBOOK 
and  the  ARIZONA  STATE  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIA- 
TION QUARTERLY  REVIEW,  JRW  is  the  coin 
columnist  for  the  TUCSON  DAILY  CITIZEN. 

He  specializes  in  United  States  minor 
coins  and  enjoys  the  story  behind  the 
story  of  our  coinage.  He  is  an  Assistant 


Professor  at  the  University  of  Arizona 
which  undoubtedly  leaves  little  time  for 
outside  activities.  He  is  a member  of 
the  Tucson  Coin  Club  and  the  Arizona 
State  Numismatic  Association. 

His  primary  classification  is  columnist 
and  as  such  we  are  happy  to  have  him  join 
and  expand  our  numismatic  contacts. 

PHILIP  WALTON  . . . Phil  is  the  coin 
columnist  for  the  TRIBUNE  PUBLICATIONS  of 
Ft.  Lauderdale,  Florida.  He  has  written 
a book,  "To  Coin  A Phrase"  and  is  intrigued 
by  the  history  behind  U.S.  coinage. 

Phil  has  indicated  his  friendliness  and  co 
operativeness  by  his  answer  to  the  appli- 
cations query  of  How  May  the  Numismatic 
Guild  Best  Serve  You?  His  response  is, 
"Expressing  and  exchanging  views  with 
other  members  of  the  Guild." 

Hope  you  can  make  it  to  New  Orleans 
this  year  Phil  so  we  can  all  say  an  in- 
person  WELCOME! 

PAUL  WHITNAH  ...  If  you  have  visited 
a recent  ANA  Convention  you  have  met  Paul. 

A dedicated  and  enthusiastic  numismatist, 

Paul  is  also  a capable  writer  who  has  had 
a byline  in  THE  COIN  COLLECTOR,  THE  COIN 
MARKET  REPORT,  COIN  COLLECTOR  AND  SHOPPER 
and  THE  YOUNG  NUMISMATIST.  The  latter  is 
undoubtedly  close  to  his  heart  for  he 
has  been  a prime  motivator  in  this 
group's  rise  to  prominence. 

He  is  a representative  of  American 
Airlines  and  is  as  high  in  members  esteem 
as  he  is  in  his  profession.  VERY  nice 
to  have  this  member  aboard! 


LITERARY  DONATIONS  RECEIVED 

The  Whitman  Division  of  the  Western 
Publishing  Company,  courtesy  of  Editor, 
Neil  Shaffer,  sent  the  original  paste  up 
dummies  of  the  second  and  third  editions 
of  "Current  Coins  of  the  World."  These 
vital  literary  issues  are  temporarily 
resting  in  our  library  subject  to  the 
Board's  decision  as  to  retaining  or 
auctioning  them.  Our  sincere  thanks  to 
Whitmans  and  to  Neil  Shafer  for  their 
contribution . 

* * * 

Robert  P.  Harris  has  forwarded  a copy 


of  his  excellent  book  "Gold  Coins  of  The 
Americas."  The  catalog  encompasses 
gold  coins  of  the  Western  Hemisphere 
from  1750  to  date.  The  280  pages  illus- 
trated by  quality  photographs  is  a major 
contribution  to  price  guides  and  one  that 
has  covered  a field  previously  unavailable 
in  depth  to  the  numismatic  dealer. 

A MEMBERS  SUGGESTION 

An  unnamed  Guildite  has  submitted  the 
following : 

I have  been  told  that  outright  rejec- 
tions from  numismatic  publications  run  as 
high  as  75  percent  of  stories  submitted. 

My  problem  concerns  those  magazines  which 
receive,  do  not  reject  but  keep  material 
submitted  without  any  kind  of  report  to 
the  author.  Some  will  not  even  spend  the 
price  of  a post  card  to  acknowledge  receipt. 

It  is  my  contention  a manuscript  retained 
by  a magazine  for  more  than  90  days  merits 
some  word  to  the  author  stating  what  may 
be  expected.  I honestly  think  if  NLG 
is  to  amount  to  anything  more  than  a pink 
teaparty  once  a year  and  a mutual  admira- 
tion society  it  must  stiffen  its  backbone 
and  tackle  a number  of  things,  one  of  these 
being  the  above  problem. 

I definately  think  there  is  a future 
for  numismatic  writings.  The  greatest 
encouragement  would  come  from  rules  and 
regulations  imposed  by  NLG  for  the  better- 
ment of  all  concerned.  This  is  meant  as 
constructive  criticism  and  editor's  views 
will  be  appreciated. 

Editor's  Note:  May  we  hear  from  the 

editors  concerning  this  situation.. 

Obviously  there  are  two  sides  to  every 
story . 

ORIENTATION  OF  THE  COIN  ISSUING  AGENCIES 

by  Barbara  Lyon 

Some  of  bur  members  may  be  familiar 
with  the  philatelic  world,  along  with  the 
happenings  in  numismatic  circles.  To  those 
who  are,  they  know  that  the  stamp  issuing 
agencies  are  very  well  geared  toward  main- 
taining mailing  lists  of  editors,  sending 
them  details  when  a new  stamp  is  to  be 
issued  (in  advance,  by  air  mail)  and 
even  to  forwarding  photos  of  the  res- 


pective releases. 

This  is  almost  unheard  of  at  present 
in  the  numismatic  world.  There  are  few, 
if  any  (with  the  exception  of  the  Crown 
Agents),  which  will  place  a coin  editor 
on  a mailing  list  - primarily  because 
they  don't  have  one.  To  obtain  any  infor- 
mation on  new  issues,  the  writer  must 
continually  write  to  the  individual  coun- 
tries. Even  the  Crown  Agents  do  not 
send  photos,  but  rather  pages  and  pages 
of  detailed  information. 

How  than  can  the  individual  writer  of 
a coin  news  column  receive  information  on 
the  same  level  that  the  philatelic 
editor  does? 

This  I believe  should  be  a concentrated 
effort  for  the  NLG  in  1972.  As  a group 
of  writers  devoted  to  the  hobby,  perhaps 
our  strength  in  numbers  could  do  consider- 
able good  - where  individually  our  efforts 
produce  nothing. 

The  world  of  philately  appears  to  be 
well-organized  . . . why  not  the  numismatic 
world ! 


A SPLINTER  IS  A SPLINTER? 

by  Don  Bailey 

Several  well  known  members  of  our 
illustrious  hobby  have  referred  to  the 
many  numismatic  organizations  that  have 
been  formed  in  the  last  few  years  as 
"SPLINTER  GROUPS."  According  to  the 
Random  House  Dictionary,  a Splinter  Group 
is  a small  organization  that  becomes 
separated  from,  or  acts  apart  from  a 
larger  group  or  other  small  groups,  because 
of  disagreement. 

In  most  cases  when  reference  is  made 
to  one  of  these  specialty  groups,  as  a 
splinter  group,  it  is  not  too  well  received 
by  those  involved  in  the  work  being  done 
in  the  many  fields  now  covered.  Many  feel 
that  all  these  groups  should  be  under 
one  organization  such  as  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  If  the  ANA  or 
any  other  organization  did  eat  up  these 
specialty  groups,  the  work  they  are  doing 
would  cease  in  a short  time  and  the  num- 
ismatic field  would  be  the  real  loser. 

Many  of  us  that  have  worked  with  these 
groups  feel  that  there  is  much  to  be 
gained  by  the  whole  numismatic  field,  as 
the  work  that  has  been  done  by  these 
specialty  groups  enables  those  interested 
to  contact  these  groups  and  get  the  benefit 
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of  all  the  research  that  has  been  done 
:n  these  many  areas. 

If  these  groups  were  discouraged  we 
would  not  have  such  groups  as  the  Organ- 
ization of  International  Numismatists, 
Society  of  International  Numismatics, 
the  Azteca  Numismatic  Society,  The  Max- 
imilian Numismatic  & Historial  Society 
and  the  many  other  organizations  covering 
paper  money,  elongateds , wooden  money  and 
errors,  just  to  name  a few. 

Each  of  these  groups  serve  a definite 
purpose  in  our  numismatic  world  and  if 
anything,  they  should  be  encouraged  more 
by  the  larger  groups  and  credit  should 
be  given  where  credit  is  due. 

Some  say  that  several  of  these  specialty 
groups  were  formed  for  only  one  reason, 
and  that  being  a commercial  purpose 
of  pushing  one  type  of  coin  or  medal. 

This  may  be  true  to  some  degree  in  a 
few  cases,  but  I believe  that  this  is  the 
exception  rather  than  the  rule,  and  this 
kind  of  condemnation  should  not  be  used 
in  general  when  referring  to  those 
specialty  groups. 

Going  back  to  the  Random  House  defini- 
ion  of  "Splinter  Groups,"  and  to  cover 
it  further,  I have  found  in  most  cases 
the  groups  did  not  become  separated  from 
or  acted  apart  from  a larger  group,  as 
most  of  these  so-called  splinter  groups 
were  formed  when  a group  of  serious- 
minded  numismatists  with  an  interest  in 
a given  area  band  together  to  pool  their 
resources  to  pursue  the  given  subject. 

In  most  cases  the  newly  formed  groups 
join,  in  some  way  the  larger  organizations. 

I do  not  know  of  any  groups  whereby  they 
were  formed  out  of  a disagreement  with  a 
larger  group. 

I have  found  in  the  specialty  groups 
that  I am  familiar  with,  that  the  members 
would  be  more  than  happy  to  share  their 
knowledge  with  the  larger  groups  if  they 
would  express  an  interest  in  what  these 
specialty  groups  are  doing. 

This  article  is  not  to  be  misconstrued 
to  mean  that  I disfavor  joining  organi- 
zations such  as  the  ANA  or  ANS,  as  I believe 
that  they  have  found  their  place  in  the 
numismatic  field  and  it  is  a matter  of 
time  before  these  specialty  groups  will 
.ind  theirs.  Just  think  if  all  areas 
were  covered  by  these  groups,  our  up-and- 
coming  juniors  would  in  time  have  all 


the  information  available  to  them  with- 
out having  to  do  all  this  research  that 
is  presently  going  on,  an  being  recorded 
for  future  use.  I think  that  we  all  have 
run  across  areas  that  we  know  nothing 
about  and  could  find  little  if  anything 
to  go  by. 

Maybe  some  of  our  guild  members  that 
are  connected  with  weekly  or  monthly 
publications  would  list  these  many 
organizations  with  names,  addresses 
and  purposes  of  these  specialty  groups, 
that  more  people  would  be  aware  of  the 
work  that  is  going  on  in  these  groups . 

I know  that  listings  have  been  printed 
in  the  past  by  some  publications,  but 
what  I have  in  mind  is  more  often  and 
more  informative. 

As  a suggestion  to  my  esteemed 
colleagues  I would  suggest  that  these 
groups  be  referred  to  as  "Specialty 
Groups,"  not  splinter  groups. 

THE  ELUSIVE  COIN 

(thanks  to  Barbara  Hyde) 

The  "Coin"  is  my  shepherd;  I shall  not  rest. 

It  maketh  me  to  sit  down  in  stuffy  rooms; 
it  leadeth  me  to  distraction. 

It  disturbeth  my  soul;  it  leadeth  me  in 
the  paths  of  seeking  for  my  collections 
sake . 

Yea,  though  I walk  through  the  valley  of 
the  shadow  of  failure, 

I will  fear  no  defeat:  for  it  would 
no  longer  be  with  me, 

the  searching  and  defeat  would  no  longer 
vex  me. 

It  evades  and  eludes  me  in  the  presence 
of  other  coins; 

it  paves  my  path  with  heartaches; 
my  hopes  sinketh  lower. 

Surely  common  dates  shall  follow  me  all 
the  days  of  my  life: 

and  I shall  dwell  in  the  eternal  search 
forever. 

by  A-Nony-Mouse 
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IS  AND  IS-NOT 
BY 

Carl  Allenbaugh 

Myself  when  young  did  eagerly  frequent 
Doctor  and  Saint,  and  heard  great  Argument 
About  it  and  about:  but  evermore 

Came  out  by  the  same  Door  as  in  I went. 

- Khayyam 


I once  thought  the  above  quatrain,  written  more  than  800  years  ago  by  Omar  Khayyam, 
a working  mathematician  and  sometime  poet  of  Persia,  to  be  the  melancholy  resignation  of 
a philosopher  who  asked  questions  unanswerable  until  science  had  filled  the  libraries 
with  tomes  of  irrefutable  fact. 

My  teachers  had  taught  me  the  precise  components  of  distance,  direction,  and  time; 
to  differentiate  between  truth  and  falsehood,  and  reality  and  illusion;  had  insulated 
me  against  the  cold  indecision  of  doubt  with  a batting  of  absolutes;  and  sent  me  forth 
into  a universe  made  permanent  by  the  indivisibility  of  the  atom. 

Later  I learned  that  time,  distance,  and  form  are  relative  to  velocity;  that  time 
is  elastic  and  the  yard  compressible;  that  up  and  down  are  all  directions  and  inter- 
changable;  that  the  atom  can  be  divided,  and  the  world  subtracted  in  the  process. 
Understandably,  this  gave  me  a distinct  respect  for  the  perception  of  Omar. 

But  I still  retained  my  faith  in  the  facts  of  man's  historical  experience  as 
determined  by  the  application  of  the  scholarship  of  centuries.  The  is  and  is-not  of 
theoretical  physics  couldn't  project  its  unfathomable  arguments  into  the  mundane  events 
of  man's  daily  existence.  Authorities  could  still  interpret  historical  evidence  to  an 
identical  conclusion:  a ship  could  have  had  but  one  captain,  and  it  reached  port  or  it 

didn't.  And  then  I made  the  mistake  of  opening  one  more  book. 

That  error  of  judgment  occurred  while  writing  the  Bermuda  segment  of  a series  of 
tongue-in-cheek  articles  concerning  the  bits  and  pieces  of  the  British  Empire  (of  sorts). 

I was  familiar  with  the  story  of  the  shipwreck  of  the  Sea  Venture  and  the  settlement  of 
Bermuda  as  related  in  various  numismatic  works.  But  I decided  to  cross-check  the  facts 
in  a standard  history,  and  chose  Behold  Virginia! , written  by  George  F.  Willison.  When 
I finished,  I had  acquired  an  alternative  set  of  facts,  and  an  enduring  respect  for  the 
perspicuity  of  Khayyam. 

I don't  propose  that  the  facts  as  related  in  Behold  Virginia!  are  correct,  and  those 
in  the  coin  texts  and  articles  I consulted  in  error,  or  vice  versa.  I'm  not  qualified  to 
make  that  judgment.  In  the  following  listing,  the  facts  acquired  from  one  or  more 
numismatic  references  are  identified  by  "A".  Those  from  Behold  Virginia!  by  "B". 

(1)  A - Sir  George  Somers  was  in  command  of  the  Virginia-bound  colonists  shipwrecked  on 

Bermuda . 

B - Somers  was  second  in  command  to  Sir  Thomas  Gates. 

(2)  A - Captain  John  Smith  was  aboard  one  of  the  ships. 

B - He  was  in  Virginia  playing  the  Great  Dictator. 

(3)  A - The  hurricane  drove  the  Sea  Venture  onto  the  rocks  off  Bermuda. 

B - Somers  deliberately  steered  the  ship  onto  the  rocks  to  avoid  floundering  in 
high  seas. 

(4)  A - The  fate  of  the  other  eight  ships  in  the  hurricane-battered  fleet  is  unknown. 

B - All  have  been  accounted  for.  The  Virginia  turned  back  a few  days  out  of 

England,  leaking . badly . An  unnamed  ketch  sank  with  all  hands  during  the  storm. 
The  Blessing , Lion.,  Falcon,  Unity , Diamond  and  Sparrow  reached  Jamestown. 

(5)  A - The  colonization  of  Bermuda  dates  from  the  1609  wreck  of  the  Sea  Venture. 

B - Gates  made  no  effort  to  establish  a colony.  Instead,  he  built  two  small  ships 
from  the  wreckage  of  the  Sea  Venture  and  sailed  the  entire  company  on  to 
Virginia,  after  hanging  a few  malcontents  who  mutinied  with  the  intent  of  staying. 
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(b)  A - John  Smith  s account  of  the  Bermuda  Hoggie  money  is  a factual  report. 

B - We  can  never  be  sure.  Smith  was  the  first  Virginian.  He  alone  of  the  early 

company  loved  Virginia.  But  as  a historian  he  was  a vainglorious  braggart, 
and  historians  discount  much  of  what  he  wrote. 

(7)  A - The  legend  SOMMER  ISLANDS  on  the  Hoggies  is  a corruption  of  SOMMERS  ISLANDS. 

B - SOMMER  is  a corruption  of  SUMMER.  Because  of  their  pleasant  climate,  the 

Bermudas  were  initially  named  the  SUMMER  ISLANDS. 

As  Mr.  Dooley  said,  "What's  a body  to  believe?" 

Conflicts  of  fact  between  the  writings  of  separate  disciplines  are  not  uncommon. 
Every  discipline  tends  to  generate  its  own  myths  and  legends.  But  for  whatever  comfort 
it  may  contain,  it  should  be  noted  that  there  are  literary  fields  (western  history  comes 
readily  to  mind)  which  contain  substantial  conflict  of  fact  within  themselves.  I 
recently  read  two  accounts  by  western  authorities  of  Bill  Hickok's  encounter  with  the 
10-man  McCanles  gang.  One  account,  which  quotes  Hickok,  states  that  he  dispatched  six 
of  them  with  six  shots,  and  the  remaining  four  with  his  knife.  The  other  account  states 
that  Bill  shot  McCanles  from  behind  a curtain,  shot  a second  man  from  behind  a door,  and 
a third  (presumably  in  the  back)  who  was  fleeing  down  the  street. 

Stultified  by  the  incomprehensible  evidence  of  the  nature  of  reality,  and  denied 
assurance  of  the  veracity  of  man's  account  of  his  participation  in  it,  I can  think  of  no 
recourse  more  appropriate  than  that  recommended  by  old  Khayyam. 

But  leave  the  Wise  to  wrangle,  and  with  me 
The  Quarrel  of  the  Universe  let  be: 

And,  in  some  corner  of  the  Hubbub  coucht. 

Make  Game  of  that  which  makes  as  much  of  Thee. 
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